
We appreciate the positive feedback!
We have received a lot of positive feedback from 
our seasonal campers about our COVID-19 update 
newsletters. We truly appreciate the feedback and 
thank you for taking the time to tell us we are doing a 
good job. It is important to us to keep you apprised of 
decisions or operational changes that are impacted 
by the pandemic.

We hope that this week’s update finds you and 
your family well. We look forward to seeing you this 
summer, if the pandemic permits.

Government framework for re-opening the 
economy
On April 27, the provincial government presented 
its framework for opening the economy. To quote 
the Premier, “this is a roadmap and not a calendar.” 
Although many were hoping for a calendar, the 
situation is still too fluid to pinpoint exact dates.

It is encouraging, though, to see parks identified in 
the framework in the early stages. Details are unclear 
as to the definition of parks and whether or not that 
includes camping areas. What is clear is that we all 
need to continue physical distancing, frequent hand 
washing, and respiratory hygiene (sneeze or cough 
into your sleeve or elbow).

What are other campgrounds doing?
Staff are staying up to date on information from the 
provincial and national park systems, which have 

both delayed all park openings until May 31, at the 
earliest.

In the conservation area (CA) system, each 
conservation authority operates its CAs 
independently. Managers and superintendents from 
the different authorities regularly share information, 
ideas and experiences. A majority of the authorities 
have delayed opening their CAs indefinitely.

Provinces such as Saskatchewan and Manitoba, 
which are ahead of Ontario in “reopening the 
economy,” are giving us insight into what camping 
while controlling the re-emergence of COVID-19 may 
look like. Some of the measures put in place in other 
provinces include:

• Requiring campers to stay on their own campsites 
to ensure respect for physical distancing needs,

• Closing shower and laundry facilities,

• Limiting use of campground washrooms to one 
family at a time, and

• Keeping beaches, picnic areas and playgrounds 
closed.

Each province is responsible for creating guidelines 
and direction for the reopening of businesses. Until 
those are released in Ontario, our staff are surmising 
what measures will need to be put in place and 
creating standard operating practices in preparation. 
The health and safety of UTRCA staff and our visitors 
is paramount.

Once provincial guidelines are in place and staff 
can ensure that health and safety requirements can 

A Message from our Superintendents

COVID-19 Update #5: Seasonal Campers
May 7, 2020



be met, we will set an opening date and share the 
information with you.

In the mean time …
We ask that you stay home and stay safe. If you need 
to come and check on your trailer that is stored in the 
park, please plan your visit during less busy periods. 
We want you to be healthy when we open the 
campground!

Important reminders when visiting the park
1. Abide by the Winter Storage Agreement.

The campsite that your shed/deck/trailer is stored 
on is NOT registered to you to occupy while the 
park is closed. This means you can only VISIT, during 
daylight hours, to check on your shed/deck/trailer.

2. Do not set up for camping before the park 
opens.

Do not string patio lights, or set out patio furniture, 
BBQs, or planters for the season. The terms of the 
Winter Storage Agreement are still in effect and 
must be adhered to.

3. Do not cut the grass or do maintenance around/ 
on your trailer.

We understand your eagerness to get back to 
the conservation area but you must wait until the 
park is open and you have a registered camping 
agreement with us to maintain the site. 

4. Do not move valuables into your trailer.  
Unfortunately, during times such as this, there is an 
increase in petty crimes and theft. It is important 
that you do not bring valuables to your trailer 
before the park opens.

5. Do not congregate or linger at your trailer.
Come in, check your belongings, and leave. It may 
be tempting to visit other campers but please 
don’t – your actions today will dictate the actions of 
tomorrow and the days that follow.

Absolutely NO fires, running of generators, 
alcohol, cannabis, or congregating while you 
check your trailer will be tolerated. You must 
practice physical distancing (minimum 2 m/6 ft 
away from other people).

If you do not have a Winter Storage Agreement 
with us, these rules apply to you, too. Although you 
have reserved a site for 2020, you do not have an 
active Seasonal Camper Licence Agreement with the 
UTRCA. Therefore, there should not be any activity on 
the reserved site.

Keep in touch, keep informed
UTRCA staff wants to keep everyone apprised of 
decisions about the camping season. The best 
method is electronically and we encourage our 
campers to ensure we have the most up to date 
contact information. We will also post these updates 
on our websites.

For those of you who don’t have email, we will snail 
mail the information to you. Please understand that, 
because the impacts of COVID-19 change frequently, 
by the time you receive the updates, the decisions, 
directions and operations may have changed. You 
are responsible for ensuring you have the most up to 
date information pertaining to UTRCA decisions.

We encourage those without email to set up an 
account or ask a fellow camper to keep you apprised 
of communications so you have the most recent 
information.

Need to speak with park staff?
Please call the park directly and leave a message. Staff 
check these messages daily.

• Fanshawe CA: 519-951-6181 ext 367

• Pittock CA: 519-539-5088 ext 1

• Wildwood CA: 519-284-2292 ext 1434

Stay informed about COVID-19 impacts on UTRCA 
programs and services

• www.fanshaweconservationarea.ca
• www.pittockconservationarea.ca
• www.wildwoodconservationarea.ca

http://www.fanshaweconservationarea.ca
http://www.pittockconservationarea.ca
http://www.wildwoodconservationarea.ca

